U.S. Patent Application 10/681,484, filed 10/8/03 
Reply to Office Action of 07/20/06 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

This responses to the Advisory Action mailed 07/20/06 that raises the 
issue of U.S. Patent No. 3,269,594 to MacKenzie. MacKenzie discloses a nail 
distributor having a tilting hopper for collating nails into queues in nailways 28 
for transfer of the nails to respective raceways 24 in an adjacent downward 
sloping stationary raceway block 22. 

Referring to Column 2, lines 61-68 of MacKenzie, the hopper has an uppei' 
floor 84 with parallel cavities 86. The cavities are each divided by a nailway 26 
for receiving the shanks of the nails. As seen in Figs. 1 and 4, nailways are in the 
forward portion of the respective cavities and extend rearwardly and terminate 
at about the middle of the hopper. 

The hopper housing 76 has forward and rearward covers 102 and 104 and a 
rear back cover 106 hinged to the housing. The covers are held in the closed 
position by detachable fasteners 108, 110 and 112 (butterfly nuts) and are said to 
be for making various parts of the hopper interior accessible to the operator. 
Thus, the apparent purpose of the three covers is for dealing with nail jambs in 
the hopper. There is no provision or suggestion of any means for automatic 
release of nails from the hopper for changeover purposes and in this application 



it is unlikely that more than one type or configuration of nails would be 
contemplated. 

Figs. 1 and 3 of MacKenzie show the hopper inclined downwardly toward 
the rear end of the hopper and nails are shown held in the nailways in queues 
resting against the rearward ends of the nailways. Such would obviously still be 
the case even if cover 106 were removed. This shows quite graphically that 
MacKenzie neither contemplates or achieves removal of the nails from the 
nailways by any means other than by hand. 

Rearward ends to the nailways or slots are understood in the art to be 
necessary for practical operation. If the slots rare-Qaen rearwardly then during 
operation nails or (or screws) accumulated ia the slots but not yet transferred to 
the raceways (dispenser section) will fall out of the slots each time the hopper 
rotates down in the rearward direction. Hence, the nailway configuration of 
MacKenzie merely follows the art practice of providing rearward ends to the 
nailways or slots. 

Since raceway block 22 is stationary, there is no way of removing nails 
queued up along the raceways except by hand. Nor is there any other way to 
remove the nails that are held in'nailways 26 or in the transfer slide 30 preceding 
the raceways. 

By contrast, in the present application the article feeder has collator 
section floor slots that extend to the release end of the container. When wall 21 at 
the release end of the container is in the closed position the slot ends 13 are 



closed off by wall 21 so the articles will remain in the slots even with the floor 
tipped downward toward the release end (see the Specification at Page 8, lines 
2-5). However, as the release end slot ends 13 are otherwise open, when the floor 
is slanted downward toward the release end with wall 21 open, the articles in the 
slots will slide to the release end and drop from the box (See Specification page 
3, lines 7-11 and page 11, lines 20-26). Independent claims 5 and 12 have been 
amended to more explicitly describe the slot end opening feature. Support for 
the amendment can be found in the Specification at the above referenced 
passages. The various other amendments to the claims are those carried forward 
from the reply fiI«d-fj5 T,iine 06 to the final rejection that were thoroughlj^^-.^--,-^;- 
discussed in the reply. 

Claims 12 -19 additionally distinguish from MacKenzie in relation to the 
fixed raceways (dispensing section). These claims call for a pivotable dispenser 
section that may be tilted downwardly toward the collator section to allow the 
articles in the dispenser slots to retum to the collator slots and from there out of 
the container when the release end gate and slots are opened. This concept is 
completely absent from MacKenzie. 

^'Thus, as with Patent '473, MacKenzie does not describe or suggest any means, 
other than by hand, for removal of screws from the slots of the container. Neither 
reference reveals or suggests the problem solved by the present invention. 
Applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this 
case. 
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